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CRIME AND POLICE NUMBERS, WAGIN 
Grievance 

MR WALDRON (Wagin) [9.34 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and 
concerns a marked increase in crime in my electorate of Wagin and the need to at least maintain, but preferably 
to increase, the police numbers in the region.  This also applies to many other areas of country Western 
Australia.  I raise this grievance in response to huge community concern in my electorate, which is being 
conveyed to me in strong terms almost daily.  These concerns are being raised by individual community 
members, local government representatives, local service clubs and many other community groups.  As reported 
in the Narrogin Observer, they culminated last week in public meetings at Narrogin and Kojonup.  There is 
increasing fear in these communities that the crime level is growing at an alarming rate and there are simply not 
enough police at this stage to stem these problems.  This has been highlighted over the past month in the 
Narrogin Observer and the Great Southern Herald with calls for more police, and headlines such as “Violent 
Attacks”.  
The front page of the Narrogin Observer illustrates people’s desire to form vigilante groups.  I strongly oppose 
any vigilante behaviour.  However, I understand people’s frustration and why they begin to think that way.  It 
shows their heightened concerns.  
The main problems are house break-ins, assaults, theft and damage to property.  A number of recent incidents 
have occurred in not only the major regional towns of Narrogin and Katanning, but also the smaller towns such 
as Kojonup.  I will quote from the Kojonup News, which I do not think has been quoted in this place before.  It is 
only a small paper, but it released a special edition due to the number of incidents in Kojonup.  The front page 
was headed “Our town is being randomly trashed & burgled!”  The article reads - 

Do persons responsible realise what they are doing to hard-working citizens of our community when 
they play their ‘games’ of vandalism at our workplaces or when they are terrorising people in their own 
homes?  They are changing our once innocent town where our citizens no longer feel safe.  

I am sure that the minister will understand that I highlighted that newspaper to demonstrate the level of concern 
in the community.  

The home break-ins worry me more than the other offences and they are worrying many people in the 
communities.  The home of an invalid lady in Narrogin was broken into during the day.  She cannot move from 
her bed and was unable to alert anyone to her plight.  She lay there for a terrifying period while the offenders 
ransacked her house and stole from her.  Those incidents reinforce people’s already growing fear.  Other break-
ins have involved houses being trashed, goods and cars being stolen and wrecked and vandalism and theft from 
many businesses.  

No-one is blaming the police.  I have met with the superintendent and other police officers and the local shires.  I 
can only praise the police who are doing the very best they can.  We need more police officers in these areas.  

I know it is difficult for the minister to do that overnight.  I welcome and acknowledge her recent announcement 
that she is providing incentives to attract police to country regions.  I applaud that.  However, the community is 
asking the minister to at least maintain the current police numbers in inland rural communities.  I was concerned 
in this place on 17 October when the government member for Mandurah said - 

Thankfully, the Gallop Labor Government was elected and it has already provided more police officers 
to Mandurah.  The Peel region has 108 police officers. 

It is a great thing that more police are there as they are probably very much required in that region.  However, 
the people in my region are concerned about where those officers are coming from.  People are concerned that 
they are coming from the wheatbelt areas.  A review of police numbers and the police station is currently taking 
place in Narrogin, the results of which I do not yet know.  Many rumours are going around that the Narrogin 
community will lose more police at the same time as crime is building up.  That is the reason people are coming 
to me with their concerns and the reason I raise them. 

There are some issues in my area relating to the capability of local police when police are away at training or on 
holidays.  Another issue is that Narrogin has the only police station in my electorate where prisoners can be held 
overnight.  Therefore, police from Katanning or other areas must come to Narrogin late at night to bring 
prisoners and therefore are not in their own towns.  Other issues include housing and children’s services and I 
have been meeting with those bodies together with local councils.  As mentioned in the Parliament yesterday, 
juvenile sentencing laws play a part in the problem. 

I highlight these issues today because they are real and community leaders are asking me to try to do something 
about them.  They want some action to try to address these issues.  I thank the minister for agreeing to meet with 
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local community leaders and me on these issues.  I am currently arranging this meeting with the minister’s 
office.  About 10 days ago I met with Superintendent Merv Pegler and his senior inspectors from the Albany 
region.  They have been very cooperative and are briefing their police officers and working with local people and 
me to try to address these issues. 

Finally, I ask the minister to guarantee to our communities that there will be no reduction in police numbers.  It 
would be fantastic if she would guarantee that, as I am sure it would allay a lot of fears.  It would also be terrific 
for our area if she could guarantee that in future there would be an increase in police numbers. 

MRS ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [9.42 am]:  I thank the member for 
Wagin for his grievance today and his earnest representation of his electorate’s concerns.  The issue of overall 
police numbers is a problem of the previous Government’s creation.  Members in this place would well 
remember the clear line of the Police Union (WA) conference last year - “the thinning blue line”.  At that 
conference officer after officer reported concerns about inadequate resources ranging from staff shortages, 
overtime cuts and the need to source second-hand tyres for police vehicles from mining companies.  The legacy 
of the former Liberal Government is one of neglect of front-line policing.  As a result, operational policing areas 
are still under some stress, primarily because of the former Government’s failure to engage even one extra police 
officer in the past four years. 

Some changes in numbers of police officers from district to district have occurred as a result of a statewide 
review that commenced under the previous coalition Government more than a year and a half ago.  This 
Government inherited a Police Service that was inadequately resourced.  However, the Gallop Government is 
moving to fulfil its election promises by employing an additional 250 police.  We have also allocated an extra 
$20 million for front-line policing officers; that is, $4 million a year with an additional $4 million as promised up 
front this year to try to make up the backlog of inadequate front-line resourcing to operational police officers.   

I can report that there are 167 full-time equivalent officers currently in the great southern police district, which 
includes the electorate of Wagin.  The member for Wagin quoted the number in the Peel district.  He, of course, 
has substantially more in his electorate than the 108 or so that he quoted as the figure for Peel.  I also advise the 
member for Wagin that on 9 February 2001, the number of FTEs in the great southern police district was 166.  
As members can see, the figures have remained roughly static.  The figures that the Police Service has provided 
me with indicate that as of today we in fact have one more police officer than we had on 9 February. 

First, I make the point very clearly that during the term of this Government there has been no reduction in police 
numbers in the great southern police district.  I can assure the member for Wagin that in fact there are more 
sworn police officers protecting the constituents in his electorate now than there were on 9 February 2001.  I 
thank the member for his congratulations to the Government for its country incentive initiative.  Every officer in 
the sub-district of the Wagin electorate will be eligible for incentive payments.  This Government is turning 
around the reluctance of officers to head out into the country.  It is delivering to regional Western Australia by 
encouraging officers to go out to those hard-to-fill areas, including the areas in the member for Wagin’s 
electorate. 

Police in the great southern utilise intelligence-led and targeted patrolling strategies to address crime issues in 
the district in conjunction with crime prevention initiatives that are developed through a partnership approach 
with local Safer WA committees and identified stakeholders in the community.  They include initiatives such as 
Neighbourhood Watch, Marine Watch, Rural Watch, Business Alert, Look Lock Leave campaigns, the Domestic 
Violence Advocacy and Referral Service and Crime Stoppers that are employed throughout the district.  I assure 
the member for Wagin that resources will be allocated to the great southern region according to need.  The 
Government is committed to providing the best police service to the people of the great southern, 
notwithstanding the fact that the service we inherited in February was not as good as it could have been. 

I am concerned too that the member for Wagin has raised concerns about an increase in crime in some areas of 
his electorate.  A couple of crimes that he mentioned were housebreaking and assaults.  Both of those crimes are 
serious and my direction to the Police Service is that they must be targeted and reduced.  I also thank the 
member for Wagin for his comments regarding the Police Service.  As he said, nobody is blaming the police; 
there is considerable praise for the job that the police are doing in the community. 

The member for Wagin asked me for a couple of undertakings.  All I can advise him at this point is that we have 
maintained - and in fact increased by one - the number of police officers in the great southern district.  There 
may be some short-term movement between particular stations in the great southern district but, as he is aware, 
that is generally a matter for the great southern command.  I note that the member for Wagin referred to his 
discussions with Superintendent Merv Pegler.  Mr Pegler and others have had consultations with members of 
Parliament, local government and the like in an attempt to involve local communities in any policing decisions 
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that are made.  The Police Service also has an obligation to monitor crime statistics in various areas and to put 
resources into areas of greatest need.   

I hope that as the additional 250 police officers come on stream - I highlight again that 50 of them will go on to 
the train service - 200 will be deployed on the basis of where the greatest need is.  I advise the member for 
Wagin that I am unaware of any intention by the Police Service to reduce police numbers in his district.  If there 
is a case for more police officers on the basis of need, I am sure they will be allocated.   
 


